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New Testament:

Ephesians 1:4-8

Scripture Readings:

Psalm 49: 5-15
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WHAT 'S ON THIS WEEK

Congregational
Meeting Sunday 19th
July after service

msg@5 Sunday 19th
July 5pm 

Seniors Exercise
(Gravity Fighters)
Tuesday 21st July
 10.30am in Hall 1

Bible Study
Wednesday 22nd July
10am in Hall 2

Prayer Group
Wednesday 22nd July
11.15am in Vestry

Playgroup Thursday
23rd July 9.30am

Hiking Group Sunday
26th July 1pm Mt Lofty 

We continue today on our journey through the epistle

of Paul to the Ephesians as he broaches the subject

of ‘the blood of Christ’ saying, “In him [Christ] we have

redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins,

in accordance with the riches of God's grace.”

(Ephesians 1: 7). In response to this kind depiction I

have often heard people ask questions like, “Why is

God such a blood thirsty God?,” or “Why was it

necessary that Jesus had to die such a horrendous

death?” The short simple answer is this: the dilemma

of human sin is so profound and appalling that it

required a severe and terrible remedy.

For us Westerners, talk of strange religious rituals and

bloody sacrifice can seem so unseemly and archaic.

However, the truth is that we live in a bloody world,

marked by war and violence. I was reminded the

other night at Men’s Group, of the full measure of this

fact when Graham Slater presented some of the

history around the carnage of the First World War.

Interestingly the First World War was the conclusion

of the so-called Romantic era when humanity fell in

love when itself, believing that the enlightenment

and social progress was about to usher in an almost

utopian brave new world. The truth, however, is that a

godless world is always going to be held hostage to

its blood-stained guilt, and thus, its ransom requires

an equal measure in exchange to bring about true

justice.

GRACE AND JUSTICE



In the Old Testament the people of God

were required to offer animal sacrifice

as part of their oblations as a way of

atoning for their sin. The temple, for all

its magnificence, was stained with

blood and the stench of death hung

over it in its glory days. Even the priests,

in their white linen vestments, would

have displayed the splatter of the

sacrifices. All this was to constantly

remind the Jews of their desperate

need and of the great expense required

for of their exoneration. However, as the

writer to the Hebrews points out, “the

law and sacrifices can never, even

though they are repeated endlessly year

after year, make perfect those who draw

near to worship.” (Hebrews 10: 1). He

then goes on to explain how the blood

of the sacrificial animals could never

ultimately take away sins, even though

the law required the sacrifices to be

made (Hebrews 10: 4-6).   The sacrifices

were like paying the interest on a home

loan but never paying anything off the

principle. Thus, the law and sacrifices

had a long view forward to the true

sacrifice for sin in the body of Jesus

Christ on the Cross when both the

‘interest and the principle’ would be

fully paid for.

done and for all. (Hebrews 10: 10). Thus,

Jesus is both the offeror of the sacrifice

and the substance of the sacrifice all at

once. So perfect and complete was this

sacrifice that, “he made perfect forever

those who are being made holy.”

(Hebrews 10: 15). In short, Christ has

vicariously substituted himself in place

of the first Adam in whom all humanity

was similarly affected. He is the second

and truer Adam. In so doing he has

accomplished atonement. His blood is

the blood of a perfect and pure life and

is therefore able to etch away the

encrusted rust of sin and guilt which

has attached itself to the human

condition.

Elsewhere in the Old Testament it is

recorded that God, “…will by no means

acquit the guilty” (Exodus 23; 7).

Acquittal here means to ‘overlook’ or

‘dismiss as irrelevant.’ Indeed, to say God

is graceful does not mean that he

overlooks our sin, on the contrary he

does something about it, and Jesus’

sacrifice on the Cross is the ‘something’

he has done about it. God’s grace does

not merely overlook our sin, it justifies us

instead. Justification means something

quite different than overlooking.

Justification remedies, restores, heals,

saves, redeems, reinstates, and renews.

Only in the blood of Christ do we find

true satisfaction for our guilt. 

 

In faith 

David Kowalick

GRACE AND JUSTICE CONT.

The old sacrificial system had its

function, but now that function has

been fulfilled and superseded by Jesus

Christ who has stepped into that space

as the ultimate priest, offering not just

the flesh of animals, but his very own

body as the perfect sacrifice for sin, 



Assistants for Sunday 19th July

Welcomer: M Hill

Morning Tea: Morrisons

Prayer: Robert Smedley

Bible Reader: F Raymond 

Flowers: T Jew

Children’s Chat: K Brice

Godly Play: in church

Stewards & Counters: P Hill & P Jackson

Sound Desk: 

Assistants for Sunday 26th July

Welcomer: M Hill

Morning Tea: Morrisons

Prayer: R Sellars

Bible Reader: P Jackson

Flowers: S Farrant

Children’s Chat: C Preston

Godly Play: J Iles

Stewards & Counters: P Hill & P Jackson   

Sound Desk:  TBA

For all on Church Council and those who

volunteer in Children's ministry or visiting,

the Uniting Church check is no longer

valid. The new check is called a Working

with Children Check (WWCC). It is a 2

point process to apply, requiring a 100

point ID check. This can be done online,

or we can help in the office. The good

news is that volunteers are not charged to

apply, the check lasts 5 years and it is

recognised at all other organisations you

may volunteer with.

Craft Group - Tuesday July 28th, 9.30am

for coffee. 10am start. Concluding at

12noon.

Men's Munch - Tuesday 4th August

12pm. Walker's Arms.

Men's Group - Thursday 13th August 7pm

WOW Lunch - Sunday August 16th,

12.15pm. The Kentish Hotel. Bookings

essential to Robyn Sellars 0410522557

msg@5 - Sunday August 16th, 5pm.

Ladies Chat Group - we hope to have

news of the Chat Group in our next

edition.

A missionary's wife had living with

her a little Hindu orphan. She

taught him about Jesus. One night

when the little orphan was six

years old, she said to him: Now

pray a little prayer of your own.

After a moment's thought, the

child prayed: 

Dear Jesus, make me like you were

when you were six years old. 

ROSTERS
WWCC

COMING UP 
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