
In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul goes on to write about the ministry of the

Holy Spirit saying, “When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal,

the promised Holy Spirit.” (Ephesians 1: 13). The word ‘marked’ here could also

be translated as ‘sealed with a signet ring;’ meaning that we have been

bought and set aside, on layby so to speak. And we can be sure that the final

arrangements will be fully met for it is all underwritten by the “promised Holy

Spirit,” or as it is translated in other versions, “the Spirit of promise.” In Paul’s

mind ‘promise’ is kind of a big deal for it taps right into the thread of the

entire Old Testament and the promise made to Abraham. The Holy Spirit is

the one who has been overseeing and tending to the outcome of that

promise and the goal of that promise is now being fulfilled through the

church.

When the Spirit seals a person, it is not merely an intellectual assent to a set of

beliefs. As far as Paul is concerned, genuine faith is coupled with an

experience of the Holy Spirit which is like crossing a spiritual event-horizon,

and it is definite, distinctive and discernable. The Holy Spirit gives form and

depth to our faith by giving us a “deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until

the redemption of those who are God's possession.” (Ephesians 1: 14). That

deposit is equivalent to receiving an engagement ring as a guaranteed pledge

and foretaste of the joy that the wedding day celebration will bring.
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It is a bit like the excitement and anticipation of landing a big fish as the fishing line

palpably transmits information about the size and species of the fish to the angler

long before the fish is in the boat. This is something like what the Holy Spirit does for

us. He gives us foretaste of what it means to be “included in Christ” (v13) before we

encounter the fullness of our destiny. Our faith is, therefore, confirmed and fortified by

the Spirit.   The Holy Spirit re-mints our lives with a whole new sense of purpose and

meaning.  At one level this means nothing really matters because, whatever happens,

our destiny is secured by the Holy Spirit, and nothing can ever take that from us.  But

at a whole other level it means everything matters.  Everything is somehow connected

and contributing to the grand purpose that God is achieving in Christ.

In the end the Spirit reveals the mystery of the truth to us “so that you may know

him better.” (v17) We don’t just get to know about God, but we come to know God.

The Holy Spirit gives us access to the love and relationship that the Father and Son

have known for eternity. I have heard it said that “Home is where your Wi-Fi

automatically connects,” and the Holy Spirit gives us the code that connects us to our

true home in the fellowship of the Father and the Son.

In faith 

David Kowalick

WHAT'S  ON  THIS  WEEK

2-9  AUGUST

Seniors Exercise (Gravity Fighters)
Tuesday 4th August  10.30am in Hall 1

Men's Munch - Tuesday 4th August 
 12noon Walker's Arms

Bible Study Wednesday 5th
August 10am in Hall 2

Prayer Group Wednesday 5th August
11.15am in Vestry

Playgroup Thursday 6th August 9.30am

Sunday Lunch 16th August, 12.15pm at

The Kentish Hotel, North Adelaide.

Bookings are essential. RSVP Robyn

Sellars 0410 522 557 by 10/08/2020

August 23 - meeting at 1.30pm, Belair

Railway Station to hike the Yurrebilla

Trail. Medium rated hike. Contact Sue &

John Clark for more info

Men's Munch meeting Tuesday 4th

August, 12 noon at Walker's Arms. Let

John Laubsch know if you plan to

attend. Phone: 8262 6214

Meeting Thursday 13th August, 7pm at

the church. 

Topic: Accuracy in earth measurements

Speaker: Geoff Sandford
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WOW AUGUST MEETING

HIKING GROUP
MEN'S MUNCH

M E N ' S  G R O U P

All Church Quiz Night 
September 19th, 7pm.



We are living through strange times!

COVID-19 has brought new challenges

for us all as we grapple with the

restrictions which have been necessary

to protect our health and way of life. Our

church life has not been exempt.   As a

congregation we are very thankful to

everyone who has played a role in

maintaining our programs in new,

imaginative and previously untried ways.

However, the ramifications of COVID-19

have meant that we are not able this

year to provide records to individuals of

their gifts to or church.

Our treasurer, Graham, and assistant

treasurer, Frances, have had an

unenviable job, ensuring that our church

has had sufficient funds to meet all its

obligations and also utilizing

Government schemes to top up funds

when we have met the necessary

guidelines. Our secretary Rhonda and

the Church Council have also been

successful in applying for grants. Many of

you have been very generous in your

response to requests to change your

normal giving schedule to accommodate

a particular need or shortfall in revenue.

We sincerely thank you all.

In past years, we have provided you with

a record of your gift to the church as it

relates to your pledged amount. 

However, this will not be possible in

2020 because of the generous

spontaneity of much of your giving – 

including anonymous cash and

electronic transfers, and numerous

payments in advance to ‘tide us over’ the

enforced lockdown.

July sees the start of our next

stewardship program. Many of you have

already responded generously. Peter Hill,

our recorder, has distributed new sets of

envelopes to those who have chosen to

give in this way. If you require envelopes

but have not yet received them, please

contact Peter. Some have chosen to use

eGive or direct debit. We thank you all. If

you have not yet responded please

consider doing so by placing your

response card in Peter’s pigeon-hole,

posting it to him at the church office, or

popping it into the offering plate. Having

a reasonably accurate idea of the year’s

revenue is necessary to allow our

executive to budget to effectively meet

our obligations and finance our church

programs.

At a workshop held recently for the

church council and the joint nominating

committee to consider the future

direction of the church, the adjectives

most frequently used to describe our

congregation were “friendly and

welcoming”. Coupling this with David’s

insightful biblical teaching, as a church

we have much to thank God for. 

Blessings

Sue Farrant 

Chairman of the Congregation

STEWARDSHIP NEWS …
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ROSTERS 



For our congregational meeting held on

19th July, our Treasurers Graham Slater

and Frances Raymond provided half-

yearly financial statements.   They have

now added these notes to give further

details regarding some of the figures,

comparing them to the figures we had

budgeted for pre-COVID-19…

When the budget was prepared, we had

no idea of the year that lay ahead.   This

has understandably meant that in some

areas, income and expenditure are quite

different from what we had anticipated.

We offer comment on some of the main

areas that have been affected.

INCOME ABOVE BUDGET

Grants - Rhonda Smedley has again

shown her skill in obtaining another

grant for the Congregation. 

Government Grants - We also have

received large amounts of money

through the JobKeeper program, Cash

Flow Boost, and Small Business Grant.

INCOME BELOW BUDGET

Church Hall Rental - no tenants during

lockdown

Melbourne St Rental – under negotiation

EXPENSES ABOVE BUDGET

Wages - not actual increases, but the full

JobKeeper monies must be paid to

employees.

Fire Extinguisher Audit – every few years

more expensive maintenance is needed.

Air Conditioner in Church office

replaced as it was not able to be

repaired.

EXPENSES BELOW BUDGET

Mission and Service Fund – Synod gave

Churches concessions for 2020

Generate Presbytery – all contributions

waived since lockdown

Outreach Programs – lockdown

precluded us from initiating planned

programs

OFFERINGS

We put a cautiously optimistic figure in

the budget for offerings in 2020, and

despite many people having to find new

ways to give their offering, the result

ended up very close to budget!   Thank

you for your faithfulness, and for your

extra gifts. Well done!

GOOD NEWS 

Our Solar panels have covered all our

electricity needs for this year, and we

have just received a cheque for the

amount we were in credit as at 30th

June 2020! 

For any further information, please contact

Graham Slater or Frances Raymond.

MONEY MATTERS

On Sunday July 19 we said our sad goodbyes to the Brice family. We are so thankful for
Kylie, Clint and Noah and their time with us at Walkerville. Kylie was presented with
gifts and celebrated at both the morning worship time and family worship msg@5 in the
evening. It goes without saying that we will miss her gifts, talents, leadership and
ministry but we wish her all best for her new role at Sailsbury. 



Many of us have experienced the

frustration of praying for a long time and

with earnest intent for something we

consider important and worthwhile, and

yet nothing changes.  Then we make the

mistake of thinking that God hasn’t

heard our prayers.   But the Bible tells us

that our Lord hears every prayer and

answers according to his will; not ours.

There are two examples in the Bible that

are worth thinking about.  Just before his

arrest, Jesus went into the Garden of

Gethsemane where he became very

sorrowful and distressed, knowing he

was soon to suffer a terrible death on the

cross.   Crucifixion was a very cruel and

ghastly way to die, and our dear Lord

was deeply troubled and filled with

anguish.   So he prayed, “My Father, if it

be possible may this cup be taken from

me.”  How he longed for another way — a

less painful and humiliating way — to

secure our redemption.  But it was not to

be.  He knew the answer, “Yet not my will

but yours be done.”

Now we turn to the apostle, Paul. 

Writing to the Corinthians in his second

letter, he told them about his affliction;

his thorn in his flesh.   “Three times I

pleaded with the Lord to take it away

from me.  But he said to me ‘My grace is

sufficient for you, for my power is made

perfect in weakness’.”

My friends, don’t despair.  Our Lord never

leaves us nor forsakes us.   Even if things

don’t turn out the way we would like

then to, he will carry us through.

Now we turn to the apostle, Paul. 

Writing to the Corinthians in his second

letter, he told them about his affliction;

his thorn in his flesh.   “Three times I

pleaded with the Lord to take it away

from me.  But he said to me ‘My grace is

sufficient for you, for my power is made

perfect in weakness’.”

My friends, don’t despair.   Our Lord

never leaves us nor forsakes us.   Even if

things don’t turn out the way we would

like then to, he will carry us through.

We can learn some important lessons

from these stories concerning our Lord

Jesus and Paul.  Strong faith and perfect

lives do not make God change his

intentions, even though our requests

may appear to be perfectly appropriate

and apparently reasonable.   He has a

plan which he has always had from the

very beginning of creation, and that plan

will be fulfilled.   So, we must follow the

example of Jesus, and not assume that

our intentions will always match the will

of God. We can also take courage from

Paul, as he graciously accepted the

thorn in his flesh, knowing that God’s

grace would carry him through.

Keep praying and, whatever happens,

we know we have a glorious future and

the mystery of prayer will eventually be

explained. 

Love and blessings, 

Jan Lines

THE MYSTERY OF PRAYER



PhotoPhoto
BombBomb

Office Hours: Tue & Thur 9am - 12pm

E: admin@walkerville.unitingchurch.org.au   P: 8342 5875  W: www.walkerville.unitingchurch.org.au

WALKERVILLE UNITING CHURCH


