
THE WALKERVILLE
WRITE-UP

Sunday 24th May service online

Sunday 24th May Hikers 2pm
"Wild Dog Glen" walk. Meet

Eastern end of Hartley Grove Rd,

Urrbrae. Concludes with coffee

picnic at 4pm Webb Street

Reserve, Rose Park.

Wednesday 27th May Prayer
group 11.15am in Hall 2 Meeting

in person and via Zoom (contact

David for info)

Thursday 28th Playgroup
online 
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WHAT 'S ON THIS WEEK

Brice family: Hope you all had fun making your Pentecost bits and

pieces.. Noah made his candle jar, his NOISY blower and his flame

spinner.
 

D'Agostino family: We had fun exploring Pentecost... thank you to

everyone who created these faith learning journeys for us. It is very

much appreciated! The stories, the songs and sing-a-long, the craft

and science...it really is msg@5 in a bag!

We have to purchase some supplies for the science experiment but

can’t wait to give it a try.

AT HOME

https://youtu.be/xq093T4AzWk
https://youtu.be/xq093T4AzWk


WALKERVILLE UNITING CHURCH - CENTENARY OF

LAYING OF FOUNDATION STONE 13TH APRIL 1912

 

On the 11th May 1837, 15 people gathered in the hut of

Mr and Mrs Edward Stephens on the bank of the River

Torrens now the site of the Festival Centre . On that

day they agreed to form a Wesleyan Methodist

Society. Edward Stephens was the Cashier and later

the Manager of the S.A. Company Bank. In 1838 he

gave the land in Gawler Place for the building of the

second Wesleyan Church. Once the Society had

formed they commenced work on building a Church

in Hindley Street and in June 1837 published the first

preaching plan. Soon villages were laid out close to

the City. Allotments in the village of Walkerville were

first advertised in the “S.A.Register” in 1838.
 

The Wesleyans conducted services in these villages,

many in settlers homes. Services are recorded in

Walkerville from 1840, often in the home of the Borne

family on the corner of Fuller and Church Streets. In

1844 the first Church (Chapel) was built on land in

Smith Street. The capstone from that building is on

the western wall of the current Church. In 1844 the

then Adelaide Circuit stretched from Burra (North),

Willunga (South) to Mt. Barker, a total of 26 preaching

places with one ordained Minister and 28 local

preachers. A second Church was built on the

Walkerville site in 1854 and was to remain until the

1950's as the Church Hall from 1912 (see images right).
 

In 1911 it was agreed to build a new church on the site

of the 1844 structure. The new building was designed

by the Methodist Conference Architect, Rev. Thomas

Geddes White. The building was the first of a new

style with the seating on a semi circle. This layout was

later used in the design of the Holder Memorial, Mile

End and Laura Churches. Mark Andrew a member of

our congregation, is a great grandson of T .G .White.
 

At that time a retired minister the Rev Jonathan

Nicholls was responsible for the pastoral care of the

congregation and he was invited to lay the

Foundation Stone on the 13th April 1912. The

completed building was opened on 30th November

1912. The Centenary of this event was celebrated on

Sunday 15th April 2012. The guest preacher the

Moderator of the S.A.Synod, Rev. Rob Williams.
 

Jim Everett

 

HISTORY LESSONS WITH JIM 

Uniting Aboriginal & Islander Christian Congress

youth and young adults across South Australia.

All those in Australia and beyond who are

unemployed as a result of the COVID-19

pandemic.

Published on the UC e-News. 
 

This week we pray for: 

PRAYER POINTS 

Our global church partners who are offering

pastoral support and advocacy in their

communities, where there is devastating loss of

life, overwhelmed healthcare systems, loss of

livelihood and fear for the future.

People with disability, made in the image of God

as we all are, who seek equity and justice.

Uniting Church members, as we gather in

various ways for worship.
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Readings for this week: Daniel 6: 1-9, 13-23 and

John 18: 1-11

 

This Sunday is Ascension Sunday (the closest

Sunday to Ascension Day May 21), and it struck

me that the next section of the Gospel of John

that we were about to delve into (John 18: 1-40)

feeds into the ascension story. 

 

To really understand the meaning of Ascension

we must get a handle on the Old Testament

prophecies concerning the Ascension. Perhaps

the most important place to look is the story of

Daniel and his prophecies - for they both

foreshadow and foretell of the Ascension of the

Messiah.

 

In the familiar story of Daniel in the lion’s den,

we have a foreshadowing of the entire unjust

trial, condemnation, death, resurrection, and

Ascension of the Messiah. Daniel was deceitfully

backed into a corner by the machinations of his

political rivals, unfairly condemned, thrown to

the lions (i.e. death) and sealed in a den

underground. All this mirrors and foreshadows

the unjust trial, conviction, crucifixion and burial

of Jesus 450 years later. The story continues with

Daniel being untouched by the lions and

ultimately “lifted out of the den” (Daniel 6: 23)

and given the highest office in the land, which

similarly mirrors and foreshadows the

resurrection and ascension of Jesus.

 

With all this in mind we can begin to

understand the meaning of the prophecies of

Daniel when he talks of seeing “One like the Son

of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven, and

he approached the ancient of days, and was led

into his presence. And he was given dominion,

and glory, and sovereign power to rule all

peoples, nations, and languages, that they

should serve him: and his dominion is an

everlasting dominion, which shall never pass

away, and his kingdom shall never be

destroyed.” (Daniel 7: 13-14).

 

(Acts 2: 36).  The goodness of this news lies in the

fact that Jesus is the very best and most

trustworthy of kings, for he lays himself down for

those he means to rule and has overcome our

great enemy, whose name is death. 

 

We must understand these great themes if we

are to rightly understand the Bible in both the

Old and New Testaments. As someone once said,

“Reading the Old Testament without the New is

like a body without a head but reading the New

Testament with the Old is like a head without a

body.”  The gospel is the fulfilment of all that the

Old Testament was building up to. 

 

In faith, David Kowalick

 

In the story of the arrest and trial of Jesus in John

18 we see Jesus follow this same pathway as he

was wrongfully convicted and unjustly

condemned, but he knows that this is how it

must be. At any moment Jesus could have

defended himself and could have easily

shrugged off the flimsy charges, but instead, he

willing and openly lets the sham trial go ahead

in order that he could descend into the grave

and defeat the ‘lions’ of death before he could

ultimately ascend the throne of the messiahship. 

 

The good news that the first Christians preached

was precisely this very same message. As Peter

had it on the Day of Pentecost, 

 

THE ASCENSION

“God has made this Jesus,
whom you crucified, both

Lord and Christ (Messiah).”
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During this time of social isolation in what ways have I been gifted? 

What connections do you find myself most grateful for? Who or what makes me feel grounded

and connected to God?

What will I resolve to do differently as a consequence of being in this liminal space?

What new opportunity awaits?

Spend some time sitting quietly in the presence of God………gaze gently on the image ………and reflect

back over the past few weeks ……….

 

In some ways we have been living in a liminal space – an in-between space. Now slowly we are

being invited to cross the threshold once again.  As we cross we are invited to reflect on the gift that

has been given to us during this period of isolation.  As we begin to emerge from our current reality,

we are being reminded that it will not be business as usual. It is a time to create a new way of being

and living.

 

Take a moment to think about how COVID-19 has impacted your life………

 

 

Reflect
      

 

 

 

 

 

Listen to Song: ‘My own two hands’ and take notice what it triggers within your heart and soul.

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KlLchBxn0pw

 

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER SPACE

Henri Matisse, ‘Open Door’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KlLchBxn0pw


A COVID-19 interpretation of Michelangelo’s Sistine

Chapel image. 
 

Around the world, people are struggling to

ignore thousands of years of bio-social habits and

avoid touching one another. Shaking hands

might be one of the most difficult customs to

lose in the post-pandemic world.  
 

The humble handshake spans the mundane to

the potent, ranging from a simple greeting

between strangers who will never meet again, to

the sealing of billion-dollar deals between

business executives. Our son and his school

friends were very much encouraged to greet one

another with a handshake and, to see them now

on social occasions as adults, there is a flurry of

handshaking when they meet. 
 

There are various ideas about the origin of the

handshake… it existed in ancient Greece as a

symbol of peace between two people, by

showing that neither person was carrying a

weapon, though there are even earlier

archaeological records of it in Babylon in the

ninth century BC. In ancient Rome, the

handshake was often used as a symbol of

friendship and loyalty…   pairs of clasped hands

even appeared on Roman coins.

While the handshake had several meanings in the

ancient world, its use as an everyday greeting is a

more recent phenomenon.  Some historians believe

it was popularised by 17th Quakers, who viewed a

simple handclasp as a more egalitarian alternative

to bowing. The greeting later became

commonplace and, by the 1800s, etiquette manuals

often included guidelines for the proper

handshaking technique. In modern times, we are all

very familiar with the ‘political’ handshake between

world leaders; and imagine the conclusion of

sporting contests without a handshake or high-five

to signify that the rivalry has ended – in the same

way former enemies have shaken hands at the

signing of peace agreements.
 

There is little doubt that the handshake is a gesture

of human connectedness and may be too deeply

entrenched in our society to be easily halted.   We

have seen in recent news reports the awkwardness

of politicians trying to remember to ‘elbow bump’

as an alternative.

 

The urge to reach out physically is deeply wired into

us.   Besides the obvious sceptical motive, there is a

reason why a US president is estimated to shake

hands with 65,000 people per year, and the Queen

(being rather more circumspect and formal in her

handshaking) shakes approximately 10,000 hands

each year... we respond to personal touch.
 

Despite all this concern over how we will

acknowledge each other post-COVID-19, there are

numerous forms of human greeting around the

world to avoid the transmission trap. Many cultures

embrace pressing the palms of hands together with

fingers pointing upward while accompanied by a

slight bow – the traditional Hindu Namaste greeting

being one of the most well-known.

HANDSHAKES

Based on an article by freelance writer, James Jeffery,

who contributes to the BBC… with extra material

added by Sue Farrant.
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Even more hurtful would be a boundary within our

families and social group between those we are

willing to touch and those we may avoid.  There has

already been talk of a ‘them and us’ divide between

those who have recovered from COVID-19 and the

rest of society – amplified by some countries

considering issuing immunity certificates for those

who test positive to antibodies.

 

It is extremely challenging to break habits but, on

the other hand, habits and social customs can and

do change when the social, economic and health

contexts change. The cruel irony is that it is

precisely when humans are faced with stressful

circumstances that they depend on human touch…

think of the way we respond with a sympathetic

touch when people are grieving.

 

As difficult as it is to see a future without

handshakes or touch, it may be a better alternative

in the short term; and I think it is fair to say that as

our community begins to open up in South

Australia (and as pleased as we will be to see one

another) we will not be rushing forward for hugs,

kisses or handshakes… it will take time.

HANDSHAKES  CONT.

This was practised by the Prince of Wales just prior

to his contracting COVID-19… though it obviously

didn’t safeguard him from infection.   In Muslim

countries, a hand over a heart is a respectful way to

greet someone you are not accustomed to

touching.

Social distancing guidelines will likely stay in place

for a considerable time, especially for vulnerable

people.  And it has been said that this could lead to

a ‘science-fiction dystopia’ where society may be

divided into those who can touch and be touched,

and those who must remain isolated… and that

could trigger grave psychological consequences. 
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So, guilt plays an important role in bringing us to

God and learning so much of His incredible and

great love.
 

So why do we still feel so guilty? Haven’t we been

forgiven, and hasn’t God already dealt with our sin?

Yes, but guilt reminds us of our constant need of

the love of God and of the awful sacrifice of Jesus.

Without the feeling of guilt, we wouldn’t realise our

need to repent, and the ongoing guilt prevents us

from being self-satisfied and self-justified. Jesus has

paid the penalty for our sins and we owe Him our

love and loyalty for all eternity. Also, being aware of

our own failings prevents us from being critical of

others. So, I thank God for allowing us all to

experience guilt feelings for, through them, we are

blessed.
 

Love to you all, beloved of our Lord. 

Jan Lines.

Many of us struggle with feelings of guilt that never

seem to go away. In fact, our memories of past

failings keep coming back to us so that we never

seem to be free of them.
 

I have found Psalm 51 immensely helpful

concerning this problem, for here we find a man

struggling with the same problem as he confesses

his sinfulness and turns to God for help.

Have mercy on me, O God, according to

your unfailing love, according to your

great compassion, wash away all my

iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.

For I know my transgressions and my

sin is always before me

The wonderful lesson we can learn from this is that

God uses our guilt to bring us to Himself, full of

repentance needing His forgiveness. We can

identify with David, the psalmist, who could not

forget his sinfulness, but who knew that God was

prepared to forgive him. Acts 3:19, 

SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT 
GUILT

Repent, then, and turn to God so that

your sins may be wiped out

PLAYGROUP

Last week Playgroup went on a Bear Hunt!

Here's Sue having a picnic with her teddy

bears (below).

This week Kylie has prepared a Music time

Mashup Video (above).

We've got some letters in for the playgroup

newsletter, but we'd love some more!

Remember: 

...so send them in too!

a picture is worth a
thousand words
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E: admin@walkerville.unitingchurch.org.au   P: 8342 5875  W: www.walkerville.unitingchurch.org.au
WALKERVILLE UNITING CHURCH 

Have you experienced an act of kindness during this time

of isolation and distancing? Maybe someone delivered

your groceries for you, or you were able to help a

neighbour out? We'd love to hear about it. Send any

anecdotes to the office.

 

My little helper on Tuesday (while 'Nana-

care' is unavailable).  Together we enjoyed

a walk in the sunshine following all of her

hard work, and wandered back through

the cemetery . Elanora (age 4) calls the

cemetery the "Jesus place". 

Children see the world in a way that we

don't, and it really makes me stop and

think sometimes!   Fiona.

PLEASE SEND US YOUR STORIES AND PHOTOS FOR THE WRITE UP....

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE COUCH

SMALL ACT OF KINDNESS

A CAUTIONARY TALE...
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