
Old Testament:

Genesis 15:1-6

New Testament:

Scripture Readings:

Ephesians 2:1-10

WALKERVILLE
UNITING CHURCH
A community in Christ for all generations

AUGUST 16TH 2020

WHAT 'S ON THIS WEEK

msg@5 Sunday 16th
August 5pm

Seniors Exercise
Tuesday 18th
August 10.30am in Hall 1

Bible Study
Wednesday 19th
August 10am in Hall 2

Prayer Group
Wednesday 19th August
11.15am in Vestry

Playgroup Thursday
20th August 9.30am

Hike Group Sunday
23rd August 1.30pm

A church is a unique and peculiar thing. A first glance

it might look a little bit like any other business, club,

or other society; but dig a little deeper and you will

soon discover that a church is a miraculous thing.

Sure, we must look after our finances, manage our

administration, and maintain our property, but these

are not the things that make a church a church. At its

heart, a church is the gathering of people who have

been recipients of mercy by the grace of God. In the

Old testament the people of God were called the

‘kahal-yahweh,’ which literally means those that have

been ‘called out and gathered by God,’ and in the

New they are called   God’s ‘ecclesia,’ which means

the assembly of God [hence the name of the AOG].

Make no mistake: the church is God’s work into which

we are called to participate.  This has always been the

divine way, even in the creation when God gave a

vocation, i.e. - a calling, to Adam and Eve to be

participants in his creative work through procreation

and cultivation. (Genesis 1: 28). Thus, we humans

participate in, but we do not originate the things that

God is doing. Church is very much along these lines: a

work that is originated miraculously and mercifully by

God into which we are called to participate.

Therefore, we must not reduce church to merely best

practice in business or society.

BY GRACE ALONE



It is something like this that Paul wants his Ephesian readers to appreciate when he

explains to them how they were once dead in “transgressions and sins” (Ephesians 2:

1), controlled by the “ruler of the kingdom of the air”, i.e. – Satan (v2), and trapped in

the “cravings of the flesh.” (v3). In other words they were so lost and ensnared that they

had no chance at all of saving themselves. Then, in the mist of all this, Paul goes on to

write, “But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive

with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been

saved.” (Ephesians 2: 4-5). To underscore this point, he goes on to say, “For it is by grace

you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God

— not by works, so that no one can boast.  (v8-9). Clearly, we are what we are by the

pure mercy and grace of God.

Nevertheless, grace does not mean that we sit around like a bag of old salad simply

passively benefitting from this extraordinary gift; on the contrary it frees us to

participate in his ongoing work. Again, as Paul has it, “For we are God's handiwork,

created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do”

(Ephesians 2: 10). Put simply, our good works do not enable us to receive grace, rather

it is God’s grace that frees us to do good works. The end goal of salvation is that we

would be renewed and revived to our original creation work of participation in the

creative work of God. Work is a gift; and working right in the groove you were created

to work in is a most satisfying and invigorating way to live.

As Paul explained in the first chapter of Ephesians, we are meant for glorious living,

but we are unable to find our own way into it, but by grace we are restored, in hope,

to the original creative plan that God has always had for humanity. Good news

indeed. 

In faith 

David Kowalick

BY GRACE ALONE CONT.

At the church council this meeting this week,

your council confirmed the congregation’s

understanding (at our recent congregational

meeting) to continue David’s full-time

ministry to the end of December 2020. The

Council will continue discussions as to what

to do beyond that date with regard to both

our ministry roles and ministries.

CHURCH COUNCIL 



Hike Group - Sunday August 23rd.

Yurrebilla Trail, Belair. Moderate Hike.

Meeting at Belair Railway Station

1.30pm. Contact John C for more

information 0400 445 714

Craft Group - Tuesday 25th August

10am. Contact Helen B 0407 830 640

Ladies Chat Group - Thursday 27th

August 1pm. Contact Kay Graham 8269

5538

Men's Munch - Tuesday 1st September.

12pm John Laubsch 0475 563 130

Quiz Night - Saturday 19th September

7pm

Assistants for Sunday 16th August

Welcomer: R Sellars

Morning Tea: Sandford/msg@5

Prayer: N Andrew

Bible Reader: R Sellars

Flowers: H Penhall

Children’s Chat: M Hobby

Godly Play: Children in Church

Stewards & Counters: R Jew & M Millard

Sound Desk:  could this be you?

Assistants for Sunday 23rd August

Welcomer: R Sellars

Morning Tea: Slaters

Prayer: M Hobby

Bible Reader: Rob Smedley

Flowers: P Morrison

Children’s Chat: C Preston

Godly Play: S Farrant & A Hoppo

Stewards & Counters: R Jew & M Millard   

Sound Desk:  C Preston

ROSTERS

COMING UP 

New Times and Word for Today are

available for collection

is back! 
12, 19, 26 October. 
Registration will

be open soon.

on tonight!



The Yurrebilla Trail is a walking trail passing through the Mount Lofty Ranges in the

immediate vicinity of Adelaide, South Australia. It is named after the adopted

indigenous moniker for the Greater Mount Lofty Parklands, itself an extension of

the parklands around the city of Adelaide itself. The trail is 54 km (34 mi) long.

Much of the trail consists of old footpads, fire tracks, road reserves, and roads

rebadged, the trail has been marked along it, and linked to form a coherent trail

from north to south.

1:30pm: meet in the car park of the Belair Railway

Station, off Upper Sturt Road (UBD Page 143, D 11)       

  

Office Hours: Tue & Thur 9am - 12pm

E: admin@walkerville.unitingchurch.org.au   P: 8342 5875  W: www.walkerville.unitingchurch.org.au

WALKERVILLE UNITING CHURCH

WUC Hiking Group
2 3 R D  A U G U S T  2 0 2 0

Yurrebilla Trail-Part 1: Belair train station return loop

Walk grade: medium, foot trails within Belair national Park

3:30pm: Coffee and cake Caffé

Buongiorno, 212 Belair Road, Mitcham

Come for coffee and cake even if you can’t

make the walk.

RSVP for the hike/coffee and cake to Sue Clark 0400 445 714 

or email familyclark@adam.com.au

Thank you to those who have completed their Working With Children Check

(WWCC). If you have not yet done this and serve on church council and/or volunteer

with young people here at Walkerville, please contact the office for assistance. 

In October we will host a Safe Church training (Safe Environments). This is educative

awareness training for anyone who has contact with children and vulnerable people.

E.g. Ministers, Leaders of Sunday School, Youth Group, Pastoral Carers / visitors,

Crèche, Childcare, Playgroup, etc,. 

The course is open to anyone who would like to understand their legal obligation. It is

a requirement that those in placements/positions and in specified ministries/

leadership roles will participate and complete training in this field once every three

years. The full day course includes assessment activities. A Certificate of Attendance is

posted to all participants after the course.


