
Old Testament:

Genesis 25:19-23

New Testament:

Ephesians 1:1-7

Scripture Readings:

WALKERVILLE
UNITING CHURCH
A community in Christ for all generations

JULY 6TH 2020

WHAT 'S ON THIS WEEK

Youth Group Sunday
5th July 5pm in Hall 2

Gravity Fighters
Tuesday 7th July 
10.30am in Hall 1

Men's Munch Tuesday
7th July 12noon The

Walkers Arms Hotel

Bible Study Wednesday
8th July  10am in Hall 2

Prayer Group
Wednesday 8th July
11.15am in Hall 2. 

Walkerville Men's
Group Thursday 9th July 
7pm at the church 

Some time ago I visited a circus at a tiny country

town in a remote corner of South Australia on a

bitterly cold day. It was a miserable affair. There is

something about unhappy clowns and frightened

children at a circus that just does not feel right. More

distressing however was the sight of a pack—certainly

not a pride—of shivering lions that stared listlessly

from their cage into the middle distance. Their heads

were bowed, and their natural glory spent. I imagined

my pet cat could have bested them in battle. The

proper context for lions is the open plains of the

African savannah, not the confines of a wire cage in a

third-rate circus. Similarly, fallen humanity can

appear like listless lions when they live outside their

proper context. We are created to be a royal

priesthood, serving God and caring for creation.

Paul wants his readers to know who they are really

meant to be in his letter to the Ephesians. Last week

we looked at what it means to be a saint, and this

week we are going to explore the blessings that

come with be sainted. Paul writes that we have been

blessed, in the heavenly realms with every spiritual

blessing in Christ.” (Ephesians 1: 3). In other words, our

blessings are entirely contingent on being included in

Christ. This little phrase, “in Christ,” is one of the most

important in all the scriptures. 

IN CHRIST



To say that we are “in Christ,” is to say

that we are sharing in everything that

belongs to Christ. Everything that is his

is ours. His connection with the Father,

status as a son and every other spiritual

blessing is ours. Charles Wesley captures

the sense of this in his great hymn: And

can it be, when he writes,

“Alive in him my living head,

Jesus and all in him is mine,

Bold, I approach the eternal throne

And claim the crown through Christ my

own”

Paul then goes on to expand on just

what those blessings are. For starters we

are chosen, and not only chosen but

chosen before the creation in Christ.

(v4). For what? To be holy and blameless

in his sight, to be adopted into his

family. As Peterson has it in The

Message, “Long before he laid down

earth’s foundations he had us in mind,

had settled on us as the focus of his love

to be made whole and holy by his love.

Long, long ago he decided to adopt us

into his family through Jesus Christ.”

(Ephesians 1: 4). The long-range, large-

scale plan that God has had from the

beginning is to restore humanity to his

family. Being made, “holy and

blameless” is God making us able and fit

to stand in his presence without shame.

The reason for this is all to do with who

God is. God does what he does because

he is who he is and the first thing we

have to say about God is that he is love—

specifically love of a triune nature

between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

All of creation is caused by this love and

we human beings are most especially

made to experience and know this love

as children of God and not just as mere

creatures. C.S. Lewis calls this underlying

truth of the creation the, “inconsolable

secret,” that we sense as we come to

realise that God is permeating every

piece of creation with his grand purpose

to find his lost children and bring them

back to the table.

This is the grand meta-story that

undergirds the whole of the scriptures

and human history. Apart from this

divine purpose we cannot make head

nor tail of creation and history. There

really is a purpose to life, but apart from

God we cannot know it. 

 

In faith 

David Kowalick

Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for the cards, calls

and kind thoughts on the occasion of my

80th birthday. I had a lovely day. 

Helen B.

IN CHRIST CONT.



Craft Group - Friday July 10th & 24th,

9.30am for coffee. 10am start. Concluding

at 12noon.

msg@5 - July 19th, 5pm. Fruit of the

Spirit.

Playgroup - July 23rd, 9.30am.

Hiking Group - July 26th Steub Trail, Mt

Lofty Summit. 2pm Cleland Conservation

Park parking lot. 4pm Coffee at Summit

Cafe, Mt Lofty. Contact the Prestons to

RSVP

Assistants for Sunday 12th July

Welcomer: -

Morning Tea: Morrison

Prayer: G Slater   

Bible Reader: TBA 

Flowers: P Morrison

Children’s Chat: K Brice 

Godly Play: -

Stewards & Counters: P Hill & P Jackson

Sound Desk: TBA

Assistants for Sunday 5th July

Welcomer: -

Morning Tea: no morning tea

Prayer: J Magee

Bible Reader: F Slater

Flowers: R Whitehead

Children’s Chat: K Brice 

Godly Play: T Leidig

Stewards & Counters: P Hill & P Jackson   

Sound Desk:  C Brice 

For all on Church Council and those who

volunteer in Children's ministry or visiting,

the Uniting Church check is no longer

valid. The new check is call a Working

with Children Check (WWCC). It is a 2

point process to apply, requiring a 100

point ID check. This can be done online,

or we can help in the office (see Kylie).

The good news is that volunteers are not

charged to apply, the check lasts 5 years

and it is recognised at all other

organisations you may volunteer with. 

Craft
G R O U P

2nd & 4th Friday each month

9.30am gather

10am - 12 noon craft

contact Helen B for more info

COMING UP THIS MONTH

ROSTERS WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK



Restarting meetings Thursday 9th July 7pm. Meet at the Church. No supper

required. Topic: The Western Front (1914-1918), then and now by Graham Slater.

E: admin@walkerville.unitingchurch.org.au   P: 8342 5875  W: www.walkerville.unitingchurch.org.au

WALKERVILLE UNITING CHURCH 

WALKERVILLE MEN'S GROUP

PLAYGROUP RETURNING
Playgroup is back on after the school holidays. There will be slightly new sign-in

procedures to follow. Any families new to playgroup need to contact the office on

8342 5875 or admin@walkerville.unitingchurch.org.au.


